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Curriculum and Instruction  
 

“Today is a great day to 

learn something new.” 

No matter the chosen path, an inquiry-based approach 
can be used to cultivate ownership of learning through 

disruptive thinking: 

https://www.gettingsmart.com/2021
/05/eric-sheningers-disruptive-
thinking-in-our-classrooms-preparing-
learners-for-their-future/ 
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Third Grade Reading Guarantee Promotion Score Update 

The State Board of Education has voted to set the promotion score of the grade 3 Ohio’s State Test in English Language 
Arts at 683 for the 2021-2022 school year. Any student who scores 683 or higher on the English language arts scaled 
score will be eligible for promotion at the end of the year. 

In addition, the Ohio Department of Education has set the reading subscore alternative promotion score for the grade 
3 English language arts test at 46 for the 2021-2022 school year. Any student who scores 46 or higher on the reading 
subscore will be eligible for promotion at the end of the year, even if the student scores below 683 on the English 
language arts test. 

 

Assessment  

Empower 

Everyone, 

Everyday 

 

2021-2022 K-8 MAP Testing Windows 
FALL   September 7-17 
WINTER  January 10-21   
SPRING  April 25 - May 13  
 

HQSD 
The high-quality student data instrument used must 
be rigorously reviewed by locally determined experts in 
the field of education to meet all of the following 
criteria: 

 Align to learning standards 

 Measure what is intended to be measured 

 Be attributable to the specific teacher for 

course(s) and grade level(s) taught 

 Demonstrate evidence of student learning 

(achievement and/or growth) 

 Follow protocols for administration and scoring 

 Provide trustworthy results 

 Not offend or be driven by bias 
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Social Emotional Learning 
With social isolation and political divisiveness at all-time highs, there has 
never been a better time to invite empathy into our classrooms and online 
learning environments.  Empathy, or being able to walk in someone else’s 
shoes, engages the distinctively human capacity to step out of ourselves so 
we can see and experience the world as others do.  Note that teaching with 
empathy does not amount to content-free “fluff”.  Just the opposite, in fact: 
Empathy can establish a conceptual lens to help students make meaning of 
abstract and high-level content.  What’s more, empathy greatly increases 
students’ personal engagement with the content, which helps make the 
learning “stick”.   
 
Check out this article on building deep connections with students, rooted in 
empathy;  
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/3-strategies-for-deep-virtual-
learning 

 

“Before we provide explicit 
SEL instruction to our 

students, we must first be 
intentional about creating a 

sense of belonging and 
community within our 

classrooms and schools.  
Only then can we begin the 
important work of nurturing 

our student’s growth and 
progress.” 

 

 

“Trauma comes back 

as a reaction, not a 

memory.” 

Implementation of a Multi-Tiered System of Supports has begun at TES, with 
tiered intervention supports, progress monitoring tools, quarterly team 
meetings, and professional development.  In addition, the Title I service 
delivery model has been expanded to meet the intervention needs of our 
elementary students. 

Implementation will be extended to TMS and THS, as we look to maximize 
Academy Time and work to provide targeted intervention for students based 
on assessment data and teacher feedback.   

Check out this great resource from the Ohio Department of Education 
around Assessment Planning for MTSS; 

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-
Ohio/Literacy/Striving-Readers-Comprehensive-Literacy-Grant1/2020-Literacy-
Academy/Watson-Van-Dyke-MTSS-and-Assessment-Accessible-
PDF.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US 

House Bill 436 – New Dyslexia Support Law;  

http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Feb-8-2021/New-law-addresses-
dyslexia-screening-intervention  

Dyslexia Support Law Q and A; 

http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/May-10-2021/Answers-to-
frequently-asked-questions-about-Ohio%E2%80%99s 

 

MTSS 
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English Learner Services 

Welcoming ELL students (and immigrants) to the classroom: 
 
https://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-ells/creating-
welcoming-classroom/creating-welcoming-classroom-ell-
and-immigrant-students 
 
 

2nd Grade Cog AT Administration; October 11-15 

5th Grade Cog AT Administration; October 11-15 

High Quality Professional Development (HQPD) for Gifted 
Service in General Education Settings;  

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-

Education/Teaching-Gifted-Students-in-Ohio/High-Quality-

Professional-Development-HQPD-in-Gi 

 

Gifted Programming   

Upcoming Professional 
Development Opportunities 

 

 6th/7th Grade Math and ELA IXL Training; Friday, August 27th  
FREE on-demand resources to make the most of IXL: 

 Complimentary 30-minute webinars, to learn new strategies that 
support instruction. 

 Implementation guides that provide some of the most popular 
and effective ways to use IXL in your classrooms! Guides that 
include steps for using IXL for standards prep, IEP progress 
monitoring, or as a diagnostic tool. 

 Short on time? Check out the video library to get a brief overview 
of key IXL features, including advanced analytics suite! 

 

 TMS and THS Newsela Virtual Review Sessions; 
Wednesday, August 25th; 
3:00-3:30   
3:30-4:00 
4:00-4:30 
 

Zearn 2021-22 Training Webinars: 

 Zearn Math Orientation for GRADES 1-5 
Monday, August 23 @ 8-9am CT 
Wednesday, September 1 @ 3-4pm CT 

 Zearn Math Orientation for GRADES 6-7 
Thursday, August 19 @ 12-1pm CT 
Wednesday, August 25 @ 9-10am CT 
Tuesday, August 31 @ 2-3pm CT 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Trainings from Summit County ESC; 
 
https://www.summitesc.org/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx 

 

PBL and Service Learning with Kathy and Ellen 
 
Monday, August 30 - (afternoon - beginning at 11:30  
a.m.  Lunch to be provided)  K-12 Steering Committee Meeting 
in the Community Room at THS  
Tuesday, August 31 at TES from 8:15 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. ~ 50 
minute sessions during scheduled planning times  
Wednesday, September 1 at TES from 8:15 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
Thursday, September 2 at TMS from 7:45 a.m.  - 2:45 p.m. ~ 50 
minute sessions during scheduled planning times  
Friday, September 3 at THS from 7:45 a.m.  - 2:45 p.m. ~ 50 
minute sessions during scheduled planning times 

 
Edpuzzle Update; 
Teachers already on Edpuzzle: Those who have verified their 
email address and used the email 
domain tallmadgeschools.org have been automatically upgraded. 
You will see the “Pro-School” status when you click the circular 
user icon in the top right corner because the drop down menu 
will say “Pro-School”. 
 
Teachers new to Edpuzzle: For those who have not joined 
Edpuzzle, or were not upgraded for any reason,  can use this 
Launch URL to upgrade their 
account: https://edpuzzle.com/schools/join/network/xhpv5m 
 
Resources: The resources page will help you get started and get 
the most out of Edpuzzle: https://edpuzzle.com/resources.  
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